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A Low population density.

A Small numbers of people.

A Low levels of urbanization/urban population.

A Distance from/proximity to [larger] urban centers.
A lIsolation and remoteness
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classification, or what remains after all other categories in a
multi-category classification have been defined.
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population size threshold, such as, less than 2,500 or less
than 10,000. This might be applied in an administrative
unit-based definition. For example: incorporated places less
than 10,000 people.
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For any given urban entity, where is the boundary?

Three ways to define Peoria

Peoria Metro Area Question 1:
For any given urban enfity,

—-I_‘ﬁ_ llincis  where is its boundary?

o

——| Administrative concept: Peoria City,

| population 112,936

' Land-use concept: Peora Urban Area,

population 247 172

Economic concept: Feoria Metro Area,
population 366,899

Source: USDA, Economic Research Service, using data from the
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What is the minimum population size for an entity to be
considered urban?

Depending on the definition, population size thresholds range
from 2,500 to 50,000 people

Question 2:
What is the minimum population size

for an entity to be considered urban? Saginaw, Ml
Richmond, IN
Dublin, GA
Bridgeporn, AL
Buena Vista, CO o} - .
Sy :.l- : ;::-% —y . L 5 - I
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2,185 2,728 15,857 39,124 61,799

Always rural sometimes urban, sometimes rural Always urban

Source: USDA, Economic Research Service, using data from the U.S. Census Bureau.
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Urban and Rural in the United States

Classifications tend to be dichotomous:
A Urban and Rural;
A Metropolitan and Nonmetropolitan
A Rural/nonmetropolitan are residual categories

Classifications tend to describe:
A Form/Structural (settlement patterns); or
A Function (economic and social relationships)

Census Bureau urban/rural = structural urban

Office of Management and Budget metropolitan and
micropolitan statistical areas = functional urban
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The Census Bureau identifies and classifies urban and rural areas after each
decennial census.

Urban areas of at least 2,500 people have been identified since 1906.

Urbanized areas of 50,000 or more people were first defined for the 1950
Census. Urban places of at least 2,500 people were identified outside
urbanized areas. Urban clusters of 2,5@®@,999 were first defined after
Census 2000

The Census Bureau identifies urban and rural areas solely for the purpose of
tabulating and presenting statistical data

Final criteria for defining urban areas published in Haegleral Registewol.
76, no. 164 (August 24, 2011), pp. 53GE3RD43.

More information:https:// www.census.gov/geo/reference/ua/urbarural-
2010.html
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https://www.census.gov/geo/reference/ua/urban-rural-2010.html

CUnited States”

ensus

asssssssss Bureau

Urbanized Areas and Urban Clusters: 2010
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census Urban Area Delineation Program
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Urban Areas and Metropolitan Statistical Areas
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What i1s Rural?
USDA/Economic Research Service Ruimaan Continuum Codes

A Nine-levelclassification commonly used with rural programs,
research, and analysis.

A Countybased.

A Classifies nonmetropolitan counties based on amount of urban
population and adjacency or lack of adjacency to a metropolitan area.

Metropolitan Counties
1 Counties in metro areas of 1 million population or more
2 Counties in metro areas of 250,000 to 1 million population
3 Counties in metro areas of fewer than 250,000 population

Nonmetropolitan Counties
4 Urban population of 20,000 or more, adjacent to a metro area
5 Urban population of 20,000 or more, not adjacent to a metro area
6 Urban population of 2,500 to 19,999, adjacent to a metro area
7 Urban population of 2,500 to 19,999, not adjacent to a metro area
8 Completely rural or less than 2,500 urban population, adjacent to a metro

Completely rural or less than 2,500 urban population, not adjacent to a me
9 area
e Sates | e Stattics Acmimsuation
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2013 Rural-Urban Continuum Codes

D Nonmetro counties: >
size of urban population, adjacency
Metro counties: {1 20,000 or more, adjacent
population size of metro area 20,000 or more, nonadjacent
I 1 million or more [ 2,500 to 19,999, adjacent

I 250,000 to 1 million W 2,500 to 19,999, nonadjacent
[ Fewer than 250,000 B < 2,500 or completely rural, adjacent
I - 2 500 or completely rural, nonadjacent

Source: USDA, Economic Research Service using data from the U.S. Census Bureau.
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RUCA Codes by Census Tract

RuratUrban

Commuting Areas
USDA/Economic Resear
Service
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i L 1 1 1 ] Created by Michael Commons,
United States” U.S. Department of Commerce som 2 ; Geographer, US.Census Bureau
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RuratUrban Commuting Areas
USDA/Economic Research Service

1 Metropolitan area core: primary flow within an Urbanized Area (UA)

3 Metropolitan area low commuting: primary flow 10% to 30% to a UA
4  Micropolitan area core: primary flow within an Urban Cluster of 10,000 to 49,999 (large
5 Micropolitan high commuting: primary flow 30% or more to a large UC

6 Micropolitan low commuting: primary flow 10% to 30% to a large UC
-

8

9

Small town core: primary flow within an Urban Cluster of 2,500 to 9,999 (small UC)
Small town high commuting: primary flow 30% or more to a small UC
Small town low commuting: primary flow 10% to 30% to a small UC

10 Rural areas: primary flow to a tract outside a UA or UC
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Frontier and Remote Areas
Measuring Distance and Isolation
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Frontier and Remote (FAR) ZIP Code Areas, 2010
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[] Mot FaR FAR Level One

Remote from urban areas
of 50,000 or more people

FAR level one includes ZIP code areas with majority populations living 60 minutes or more from urban areas of 50,000 or more.

Source: Economic Research Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, using data from the U.S. Census Bureau and ESRI.
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Frontier and Remote Areas
Measuring Distance and Isolation

Frontier and Remote (FAR) ZIP Code Areas, 2010
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* [] Mot FAR FAR Level Two

{;}: Remote from urban areas
of 25,000 or more people

FAR level two includes ZIP code areas with majority populations living 60 minutes or more from urban areas of 50,000 or more people
and 45 minutes or more from urban areas of 25,000-49,999 people.

Source: Economic Research Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, using data from the U.S. Census Bureau and ESRI.
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Frontier and Remote Areas
Measuring Distance and Isolation
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Frontier and Remote (FAR) ZIP Code Areas, 2010
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[] Not Far FAR Level Three

Remote from urban areas
of 10,000 or more people

FAR level three includes ZIP code areas with majority populations living 60 minutes or more from urban areas of 50,000 or more
people; and 45 minutes or more from urban areas of 25,000-49,999 people; and 30 minutes or more from urban areas of 10,000~

24,999 people.

Source: Economic Research Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, using data from the U.S. Census Bureau and ESRI.
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Frontier and Remote Areas
Measuring Distance and Isolation
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