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²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ άwǳǊŀƭΚέ

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ άǊǳǊŀƭΚέ ²Ƙŀǘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛȊŜǎ άǊǳǊŀƭƛǘȅΚέ

ÅLow population density.

ÅSmall numbers of people.

ÅLow levels of urbanization/urban population.

ÅDistance from/proximity to [larger] urban centers.

Å Isolation and remoteness.



What is άwǳǊŀƭΚέ

ÅwǳǊŀƭ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘǳŀƭΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ άƴƻǘ 
ǳǊōŀƴέ ƻǊ άƴƻǘ ƳŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴέ ƛƴ ŀ ŘƛŎƘƻǘƻƳƻǳǎ 
classification, or what remains after all other categories in a 
multi-category classification have been defined.

ÅάwǳǊŀƭέ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ 
population size threshold, such as, less than 2,500 or less 
than 10,000. This might be applied in an administrative 
unit-based definition. For example: incorporated places less 
than 10,000 people.



For any given urban entity, where is the boundary?



What is the minimum population size for an entity to be 
considered urban?



Urban and Rural in the United States

Classifications tend to be dichotomous:
ÅUrban and Rural;
ÅMetropolitan and Nonmetropolitan
ÅRural/nonmetropolitan are residual categories

Classifications tend to describe:
ÅForm/Structural (settlement patterns); or
ÅFunction (economic and social relationships)

Census Bureau urban/rural = structural urban
Office of Management and Budget metropolitan and 

micropolitan statistical areas = functional urban 



/Ŝƴǎǳǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳΩǎ ¦Ǌōŀƴ and Rural Classification

Å The Census Bureau identifies and classifies urban and rural areas after each 
decennial census.

Å Urban areas of at least 2,500 people have been identified since 1906.

Å Urbanized areas of 50,000 or more people were first defined for the 1950 
Census.  Urban places of at least 2,500 people were identified outside 
urbanized areas.  Urban clusters of 2,500 - 49,999 were first defined after 
Census 2000.

Å The Census Bureau identifies urban and rural areas solely for the purpose of 
tabulating and presenting statistical data.

Å Final criteria for defining urban areas published in the Federal Register, vol. 
76, no. 164 (August 24, 2011), pp. 53030-53043.

Å More information: https:// www.census.gov/geo/reference/ua/urban-rural-
2010.html
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https://www.census.gov/geo/reference/ua/urban-rural-2010.html




Urban Areas and Metropolitan Statistical Areas
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What is Rural?
USDA/Economic Research Service Rural-Urban Continuum Codes

Å Nine-level classification commonly used with rural programs, 
research, and analysis.

Å County-based.
Å Classifies nonmetropolitan counties based on amount of urban 

population and adjacency or lack of adjacency to a metropolitan area.
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Code Description

Metropolitan Counties

1 Counties in metro areas of 1 million population or more

2 Counties in metro areas of 250,000 to 1 million population

3 Counties in metro areas of fewer than 250,000 population

Nonmetropolitan Counties

4 Urban population of 20,000 or more, adjacent to a metro area

5 Urban population of 20,000 or more, not adjacent to a metro area

6 Urban population of 2,500 to 19,999, adjacent to a metro area

7 Urban population of 2,500 to 19,999, not adjacent to a metro area

8 Completely rural or less than 2,500 urban population, adjacent to a metro area

9
Completely rural or less than 2,500 urban population, not adjacent to a metro 
area
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Rural-Urban 
Commuting Areas
USDA/Economic Research 
Service
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Rural-Urban Commuting Areas
USDA/Economic Research Service
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1    Metropolitan area core: primary flow within an Urbanized Area (UA)

2    Metropolitan area high commuting: primary flow 30% or more to a UA

3    Metropolitan area low commuting: primary flow 10% to 30% to a UA

4    Micropolitan area core: primary flow within an Urban Cluster of 10,000 to 49,999 (large UC)

5    Micropolitan high commuting: primary flow 30% or more to a large UC

6    Micropolitan low commuting: primary flow 10% to 30% to a large UC

7    Small town core: primary flow within an Urban Cluster of 2,500 to 9,999 (small UC)

8    Small town high commuting: primary flow 30% or more to a small UC

9    Small town low commuting: primary flow 10% to 30% to a small UC

10  Rural areas: primary flow to a tract outside a UA or UC



Frontier and Remote Areas
Measuring Distance and Isolation
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Frontier and Remote Areas
Measuring Distance and Isolation
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Frontier and Remote Areas
Measuring Distance and Isolation
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Frontier and Remote Areas
Measuring Distance and Isolation
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